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Thank you Mr Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments on various 
matters relating to the Leader of the Council/Regeneration, Communications, Strategic Projects and 
Greater Manchester Relationships Portfolio. 
 
Kingsway Business Park 
Kingsway Business Park, one of the most important employment hubs in Greater Manchester providing 
thousands of jobs for our communities, continues to cement its position as a regionally important location 
for new business. A number of key activities have taken place recently, including the signing last month 
of a further five-year partnership agreement between all the members of the Kingsway Partnership.  
 
Since my last report to Council the following progress has been achieved: 
 

• Construction work commenced in late May on the 12,000 ft2 manufacturing and development facility 
for local technology company Wireless CCTV. Completion is expected by the end of 2015 and is 
expected to generate approximately 30 new jobs. 

• JD Sports and Wilson Bowden have signed a legal agreement which will see a further 15 acres of 
land developed as the next phase of JD Sports European Distribution hub. Construction is expected 
within the next two to three years and is in addition to their internal restructuring of their current 
warehouse, which has seen expansion to almost 1.6m ft2 over the past 12 months. JD continues to 
expand and has around 2,000 employees (part- and full-time) with more than 70% from the borough 
of Rochdale. 

• Wilson Bowden continues to negotiate with investment partners to fund the construction of the 
210,000 ft2 unit on Plot H, which secured planning consent in late 2014, meeting a recognised gap in 
the market for units of this size. 

• Discussions also continue for additional speculative development on Plot K which would bring around 
200,000ft2 across four medium-sized units.  

• Planning approval has now been granted for the next phase of housing by David Wilson Homes, 
comprising 68 houses located between the Hornet Pub and their existing development. This will see 
additional one and two-bedroomed houses being built which will give a full range of one to four-
bedroomed houses on site. High sales continue to be achieved on the current phase of development, 
which will see the completion of 167 new homes.  Funds have been secured through this permission 
for the continuation of the Kingsway bus link service. 

• New signs advertising the significant development opportunities available at Kingsway, including from 
the M62 motorway, were erected in April 2015. Kingsway Business Park was promoted by Rochdale 
Development Agency at the regionally important GM Business Expo in central Manchester in June, 
which attracted more than 1,400 delegates and was also featured in a month long internet advertising  
campaign on the North West Business Desk website  
 

All the above continues to demonstrate the confidence that investors have in Kingsway and the borough 
of Rochdale.  
 
Rochdale Town Centre 
Rochdale Town Centre continues to be a major priority for the Council. Over the course of the year the 
majority of the development site has been assembled and the temporary car park and open-air market 
have proved popular, pending the new development coming forward. 
 
Public investment is continuing with the river re-opening and Town Hall restoration projects but we are 
starting to see a flow of new private sector investments – Costa Coffee in the Exchange, Java Coffee in 
the Interchange, Morrisons M-Local store and, of course, Tetrosyl at Newgate House. The Rochdale 
Town Centre Business Rates, which was formally launched on 1 April, has also been an instant success.   
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Rochdale Town Centre Business Rates  
Cabinet has approved a radical proposal to revive the fortunes of Rochdale’s high street by dramatically 
reducing business rates. A new pilot scheme will give new businesses moving into an empty shop a 
massive 80 per cent discount on their business rates for the first year, with a further 50 per cent cut in the 
second year. The scheme covers shops currently empty on Yorkshire Street, South Parade, The Walk 
and Baillie Street. The aim is to use the cut in business rates to encourage a wider variety of shops and 
independent traders to open and breathe new life into the town centre.   
 
A marketing strategy has resulted in positive press coverage from national and trade press. The council 
is also promoting the scheme online, through our social media channels, advertising and on signs on 
empty properties.   
 
It has been an instant success since its formal launch on 1 April 2015 and is already proving to be a huge 
boost to our high street and major step forward in reviving our town centre. In just two months five 
previously vacant properties have been let through the scheme. Negotiations are also under way with a 
further six potential occupiers. In addition to those properties let under the scheme, a further three vacant 
properties (not forming part of the scheme) have been let in the town centre. This early success rate is 
clearly excellent news and the success of the initiative continues to be monitored. 
 
River reopening project  
Since my last report work has started on the reopening project with strengthening works to the river walls 
under way.  Members will have seen the artwork that is attached to the hoardings much of which has 
been designed by students from our College.  This is a good example of how we are engaging local 
people in delivering an important project. 
 
We are also developing plans to regenerate the wider Butts area, including improving the public realm 
and putting a traditional outdoor market next to the re-opened river. All these plans are intended to make 
Rochdale town centre a much more attractive place to shop and visit. 
 
Once the river is revealed and the market is in place the Butts will be stunning town centre attraction and 
will be quite unique in the region. 
 
Town Centre East (Genr8) 
The Development Agreement between Council and the development partner (Genr8) was signed in 
September 2013. The vast majority of the site has been assembled and demolitions and site clearance is 
substantially complete. Genr8 are continuing their negotiations to secure key retail and leisure occupiers 
to anchor the new development.  Genr8 is making good progress with the commercial negotiations and 
we hope to make formal announcements in the near future.  
 
The developer is continuing to progress the design and layout of the preferred scheme. The 
Development Framework, which will guide the future design of the scheme, was formally endorsed by the 
Council in late March. Genr8 will now progress the scheme design and work towards the submission of a 
detailed planning application later in 2015. 
 
Wheatsheaf Centre entrance 
The new contractor (Styles & Wood) was appointed and work on site is progressing well with the 
escalators being fully installed and final finishes being completed. It is hoped that the new escalators and 
one of the new lifts will be in operation soon. The Baillie Street entrance remains operational with a lift 
and stair access up to the shops and car park. 
 
Demolitions 
It is proposed to tender the demolition of Telegraph House later in 2015 when the remaining tenant is 
relocated.  Once demolished, this will complete the clearance programme needed to make way for the 
Town Centre East retail & leisure development.   
   

Use of cleared sites 
The temporary car park site on the former bus station opened at the end of November, and will remain 
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operational until the new retail and leisure development starts on site. The site of the former Municipal 
Offices has been laid out as the temporary market.   

   Rochdale Town Hall 
      Cabinet agreed a way forward for the future use of the Town Hall late last year. Since then a key 

meeting has taken place with Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and English Heritage to set priorities for 
investment. Work to develop a Stage 1 HLF bid has also started.  

 
Meanwhile, essential improvement works have been completed or are under way to support the “core” 
events & hospitality  business including: 

• Registrar’s mini refurbishment completed 

• Improvements to the sound system in the Council Chamber.  

• Lift mechanism replaced and the car to be renovated soon (to fit around planned events) 

• Listed building application submitted for the remodelled and extended bar facilities and new 
toilets on the 1st floor 

• New boilers installed to reduce ongoing costs and improve reliability 

• Magna Carta mural condition survey and trial cleaning has been undertaken 

• Early stage works to the bistro are being planned in order to improve the customer experience 
and boost the income stream 

Shopmobility & Cycle Hub  
Work to construct a new purpose-built Shopmobility unit and cycle hub facility on River Street 
commenced in February and is expected to complete in late June 2015.  The site is located to the rear of 
Drake Street, immediately adjoining the Transport Interchange and the recently opened River Street taxi 
rank.  
 
Market  
The temporary outdoor market on the former Black Box site was established in January 2015.  In the 
longer term, it is proposed to locate the outside market on The Butts, adjoining the river re-opening 
scheme. A dedicated Project Team has recently been established to take this project forward but we 
have already seen growth in the number of traders and we are supporting it through a council 
communications, including for the recent Love Your Local Market fortnight.   
 
M Local - 2 Smith Street  
The new M Local convenience store in the Grade 2 listed building at the corner of Drake Street and 
Smith Street opened in late March 2015.  The new Java Bar Coffee shop opened in the Transport 
Interchange in March. 
 
Subway reopening scheme 
Work to reopen the subway below Rochdale railway station is expected to be completed by mid July. 
This will open up a more direct and convenient route for pedestrians from the Metrolink park and ride car 
park via Miall Street.   Officers have secured a heritage led scheme which will see the original railings 
and wall tiles restored; the scheme also involves resurfacing the subway floor with natural stone flags, a 
traditional lighting column will be installed within the centre of the subway and historic images of the 
station will be placed along the walls.  Highway works to implement a new one way system to the south 
of the station with drop off facilities, new kerbing, signage and lighting will be installed to improve safety 
for pedestrians including the disabled and visually impaired.  Following this work, it is hoped to complete 
a new vehicular link to the area from Oldham Road thus reducing further traffic movements to the 
Maclure Road area.    
 
Maclure Road Fire Station 
The Fire Service Museum, which operates from accommodation to the rear and within the yard of the old 
fire station, recently submitted a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund to acquire and refurbish the former fire 
station building into an enhanced museum attraction with hospitality and conferencing facilities.  This 
would be a unique attraction within Greater Manchester.  The Council is working with the Fire and 
Rescue Service to explore options to support the museum in this bid which would secure an enhanced 
museum from the site. 
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East Lancashire railway 
Land is being assembled around Castleton railway station for the purposes of an extension of the East 
Lancashire heritage rail line into Castleton.  It is expected that planning permissions will be in place to 
support a land swap between the Council and we are working with landowners to bring forward land for 
further housing and platform.   
 
Middleton Town Centre 
The Heritage Lottery funded Edgar Wood & Middleton Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI) is seeing a 
great deal of recent activity, with numerous property owners in the final stages of preparing repair and 
restoration grant applications for properties in the Conservation Area, it is anticipated that these 
applications will facilitate at least £1.4m of investment in property in the Conservation Area in the next 12 
months. The planning service has appointed a new Conservation Project Officer, an experienced THI 
Manager, who will provide additional support to the THI and develop further property improvement 
projects before the end of the THI in June 2016. 
 
In March 2015, Middleton Township agreed a £1.45m programme of works to improve the public realm 
on the northern approaches to Middleton Town Centre, as part of £1.6m allocated with the council’s 
Capital Programme. This work includes the resurfacing of pavements on Market Place and Long Street 
with locally sourced sandstone; treatment of traffic islands, deterrent paving and street furniture on the 
Long Street roundabout; recycling existing ‘Tegula’ paving to provide an improved pavement on 
Rochdale Road and providing repairs and reinstatement of railings to the boundary wall of Jubilee Park. 
These works will this month and continue for 13 months. Middleton Members have identified a number of 
other projects, which meet the objectives of the Capital Programme allocation; Middleton Members will 
approve these projects on the basis of available funds as the core project progresses. 
 
Milnrow 
Work progressing on a new ALDI store on Elizabethan Way which is expected to open during Spring 
2015. The scheme will include for the retention of an existing business within refurbished accommodation 
on the site. 
 
M62 J19/South Heywood Area Wide Improvement Programme 
Work has continued to design a new access road from Junction 19 of the M62 to Manchester Road, 
Heywood, following the Greater Manchester Combined Authority’s allocation of £6.8m for this new route. 
Site investigations will soon start to test the ground conditions which will enable the final design package 
to be issued. Detailed design on the road is due to be completed around Christmas. 
 
Hareshill Business Park (Heywood) 
A major planning application has just been approved for a 93,000 sq. ft. brand new employment scheme 
at Hareshill, alongside the major factory scheme opened last year by local manufacturer, INX. This is 
another example of speculative development activity in the Borough, after a period when the appetite for 
speculative schemes was very subdued.  
 
Stakehill Industrial Estate  
The programme of environmental improvements continues across the estate. Complementary to this, 
Commercial Estates Group is developing a programme of directional signage across the whole of the 
estate which, when implemented, will provide a consistent, high quality, appearance and help guide 
visitors easily to their destination. When coupled with the proposed gatehouse and associated security 
measures, this will significantly enhance the image and commercial attractiveness of the estate. 
 
In the last two months, CEG have secured a further letting of 3,000 ft2 and have 32,000 ft2 in detailed 
legal negotiations. CEG are also about to issue a refurbishment contract for circa £3m to bring the vacant 
Wincanton unit up to a higher standard, which will hopefully bring interest in letting this unit.  
 
Future Plans 
Rochdale Council and its partners are continuing to pursue business opportunities that will bring new 
jobs to the borough, taking advantage of the major infrastructure and investment that has taken place 
across the borough. We continue to work closely with the rest of the Greater Manchester Combined 
Authority to ensure the borough is able to plan for, contribute and benefit from the continued economic 
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growth of the Greater Manchester sub region, and to examine the scope to benefit from further 
investment in infrastructure provision such as the Northern Hub rail proposals, the upgrading of the M62 
and planned new South Heywood Link Road. 
 
Members will have seen that the Greater Manchester health programme, which is part of the devolution 
deal, has recently announced that people will be able to access GP services seven days a week.  This 
will be of great benefit to many people in our borough, as will the additional work that is being done to 
introduce new links between Greater Manchester’s Hospitals to provide high-quality specialist care in a 
range of services.  A meeting this month will decide the location of the single services and which 
hospitals will work in partnership. This is another example of our region’s growing confidence and how 
the devolution deal is delivering locally-driven change.   
 

 
 
Councillor Richard Farnell 
Leader of the Council/Portfolio Holder for Regeneration 
 
Thank you Mr Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the Council about these 
or any other matter relating to the Portfolio 
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